RUTH   MEADOWS,  ETC
as we have already said, the incomparable Sarah. On the 29th of May, 1879, a performance was given at the Lyceum for the benefit of Henry Marston, an actor who was compelled to leave the stage on account of failing health, at which Miss Terry and Mr. Charles Kelly played Iris and Diogenes in a two-part comedietta by Alfred Thompson entitled " All is Vanity; or, The Cynic's Defeat." A few days later, on the 6th of June, " The Fate of Eugene Aram," by W. G. Wills, was revived, Ellen Terry playing Ruth Meadows for the first time. She made all that could possibly be made of the part, and in the last scenes was at once impressive and sympathetic. Indeed, whatever she had to do, she did exquisitely. From beginning to end, however, the play is so entirely dominated by the personality of Aram, that the part of Ruth Meadows is comparatively unimportant. In the next Lyceum revival, Miss Terry had a chance more worthy of her powers, and was not slow to take advantage of it. On the 27th 123